14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

GREETING
Gathered in Christ. We serve with grace.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days. Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection. God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a
hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that
leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to
new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
OPENING HYMN “IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE” .............................................. #834
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: EXODUS 32:7-14
7
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they
are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and
said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say,
‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind
and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to
your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about
the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to
God.
1

PSALM 51:1-10
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
3

4

SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience,
making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 15:1-10
Glory to you, O Lord. 1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you,
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it
on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just
so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninetynine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if
she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until
she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “AMAZING GRACE” ........................................................................... #779
APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. A brief silence. Your
people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith and
love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical and
interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons
change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful
harvests that all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom to
our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in
our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or
lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in
any need (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts.
Build up the ministries of this community, that we serve our neighbors and welcome the
stranger in your name. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we come
to share eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY SONG "GIVE THANKS"
OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who
sets a table for all. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. God most mighty, God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation. Hear us as we praise; call us to Your table; grant us Your life. When the earth was
a formless void, You formed order and beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were barren, You
sent them a child. When the Israelites were enslaved, You led them to freedom. Full of
compassion, You granted the people Your life. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our
brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Remembering his death, Celebrating his resurrection, Trusting

his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. God, you are Breath: send your Spirit
on this meal. You are Bread: feed us with yourself. You are wine: warm our hearts and make
us one. God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. God most majestic, God our strength and
our song, You show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen
Savior, life in you, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION HYMN “THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY” ......................................... #588
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.
SENDING SONG “LORD, SPEAK TO US, THAT WE MAY SPEAK” .......................................... #676
SONG OF PEACE
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Eben Ezer is hosting a fundraising event next Sunday, September 11th. Come to the City Park
in Fort Morgan and listen to bluegrass band, Jerusalem Road, and enjoy a barbeque lunch in
support of our Lutheran neighbors.
We are still accepting donations to the BLC Freshen Up Campaign. Our new charge is air
conditioning for the kitchen / fellowship hall area, so we have a new goal of $15,000. All
contributions welcome!
Conversations of Faith
This is not a typical Bible study. A group of Christians gather on Tuesday afternoons at
1:30 p.m. around a pot of coffee and Bible in hand. Deaconess Brenda Fleagle guides
conversation about God’s Word and how it relates to who we are as Children of God and our
lives of faith. With Jesus at the center of the conversation we begin a new study: Love over
all - Jesus every day. This series of studies is about God’s love for us, what love is as
defined by scripture, and how we are called to love with topics of: Love serves, Love shines
in darkness, treating people with gentleness, Love is forgiving, Love is hopeful. Here’s what
you Really need to know: Hear and talk about God’s Word, Every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. These are stand alone lessons so you will not be behind if you
cannot come on a Tuesday - but we will miss you. Bring your Bible or we have plenty of
Bibles you can use. Come as you are and bring a friend!

