STH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 17, 2024

GREETING: Gathered in Christ. We serve with grace.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws
all people together through Jesus. Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection. Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of
sin and cannot break free. We hoard resources while our neighbors are
hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when
we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into
hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord.
Amen.

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks
every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life

through + Jesus Christ. Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”.........cccccouvuuviieeeeeeeeeeeeeeiiiiiieeenennn #733
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur- eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man -1i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
Refrain
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Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive
our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that
through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.
33But this 1s the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3¢No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-12
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
ZWash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12ZRestore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 5:5-10

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in
another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In
the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and



tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what
he suffered; %and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him, 1%having been designated by God a high priest according to the
order of Melchizedek. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 12:20-33

Glory to you, O Lord. 2Now among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew
and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much

fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my soul is
troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this
reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON “A PromiSe 1S A PromilSe” .......uuuuuuueueeeieeeeeeeeeeieeeeieeeeeeseneseniesennnesns Deacon Ro
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Calls Us O'er the Tumult”.......ccccocoouveeeivnioiieeiinnnnnenn. #696
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1 Je - sus calls us; o'er the tu mult of  our
2 As of old Saint An - drew  heard it by  the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor ship of  the
4 In our joys and in our sor TOWS, days  of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer cy, Sav - ior,
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life’s wild, rest-less sea, day by day his clear voice
Gal i - le - an lake, turned from home and toil and
vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - dol that would
toil and hours of ease, still  he calls, in cares and
may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your o -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - tan, fol - low me:
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.



APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need. A brief silence. God of the covenant, through
the church you draw us into community. We give thanks for the means of grace
around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative gifts
adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich
and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international
efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights,
social justice, and the welfare of children (organizations may be named). Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and
presence 1n this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound,
lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us faith
to trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY SONG "GIVE THANKS"

Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the holy one. Give thanks
because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. And now let the weak say I am
strong. Let the poor say I am rich; because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks. Give thanks.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we
have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this
holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Blessed are you, O God of the universe, Your mercy is everlasting, and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and
deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of
Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jeus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, he
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

O God, of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy
Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and
love. Come, Holy Spirit.



With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us SING the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

All are welcome at the table of Jesus. Please come to the communion rail, kneel or
stand receiving the bread from Deacon Ro by extending your hands in thanksgiving.
Please take your preferred cup of wine/juice from Kim when she offers the tray. You

may remember your baptism on the way to the rail at the font by dipping your hand or

finger in the water and marking the sign of the cross on your forehead. If you prefer to

not receive bread and wine and would like a blessing, please come crossing your arms
over your heart.

{7 »
COMMUNION HYMN “One Bread One Body’..........eeeeeeiieiieieeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn #496
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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bless-ing which we  bless, and we, though man-y
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
3  Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom -an or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.

gath-ered to one for all.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of
wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the
name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen.

BLESSING
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep
you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and +F give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG “Rise Up O Saints of God”

Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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1 Rise uwp, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

RINGING OF THE BELLS

SONG OF PEACE

My peace I give unto you. It's a peace that the world cannot give. It’s a peace
that the world cannot understand; peace to know; peace to live. My peace 1
give unto you.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread. Thanks be to God.



